ONE WORLD :  TWO WARS

China is still unsettled, a Japanese attack on the Indies, from the
tactical view-point, would seem to involve the gravest dangers. On
the other side of the picture, we must remember that Mr. Matsuoka
is very much in the pocket of the Axis and amenable to pressure
from Germany. He also commands a large and important following
in Japan. In everything that he does and says he disregards and
discounts forceful steps by the United States to curb his country's
expansionist ambitions. It would, in fact, be short-sighted to under-
estimate the strength of the influence of the Japanese extremists both
in military and political circles.

JAPAN'S INTERNAL SITUATION ON THE EVE OF

THE RUSSO-GERMAN WAR
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According to rumours persisting in Tokyo, there exists within the
cabinet a divergence of views with regard to matters of high policy,
and in spite of Japan's public commitment to the Tripartite Pact
there has recently become apparent an attitude of strong resistance
to totalitarianism, particularly the Nazi type. The " stand-still >J
atmosphere now prevailing in Tokyo may be ascribed partly to the
foregoing consideration and partly to the question of trends in the
policy of the United States and possible future German moves with
regard" to Soviet Russia, as well as to other developments in the
international field.

Certain indications of this conflict of opinion in Japan may
be found of interest. One notable reflection of it is to be found in
the exceedingly moderate character of the Japanese reply to the
Netherlands East Indies.

According to information imparted at a recent meeting of the
Go-operative Council of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association,
during discussions by the delegates, the text of the address which
Mr. Matsuoka had delivered at the meeting at Hibaya Hall on
May 28 had been suppressed. On that occasion the Foreign Minister
had vigorously defended the totalitarian system of the Nazis ; he added
that the economic structure of Japan was far inferior to that of
Germany, and he charged the Japanese Government leaders and
"Japanese business men with a lack of sense of responsibility and general
incompetence. It is probable that the foregoing reasons and also
the extremely Hitleresque tone of the speech caused the Home
Ministry to prohibit circulation of the 200,000 copies of the pamphlet
printed from the complete text furnished by Mr. Matsuoka himself.

It is understood that the' Minister of Justice, General Yanagawa,
has caused the arrest of 440 subordinate government officials during
the past few months on the ground that the expression of their totali-
tarian views had rendered them amenable to the provisions of the
Thought Control Law, which specifies penalties for persons who
advocate the overthrow of the capitalist system. We now learn